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[ntroduction to
Law's Rare Book Room

By Angelica Illueca

isiting the California State Library

(CSL) is a fun start to any adven-

ture in California’s capital city.
Established in 1850, the State Library is
known for its diverse collection of materi-
als, including photos, digital books, and
a wealth of historical items. One section
of the State Library, the Witkin State Law
Library, is primarily utilized for its exten-
sive collection of California and Federal
laws, guides and publications, and both leg-
islative and regulatory resources. However,
not many people are aware that the Law
Library also houses a collection of historical
legal books protected in a separate climate-
controlled and secured room because of
their status for being precious and often
difficult to find.

At first glance, the term “historical legal
books” doesn’t sound like it would include
much more than historic bills or materials
pertaining to regulatory history research.
However, these historical legal books have
been categorized as rare books and are
valued for their historical perspective and

value to researchers. Although there is not = P : K = &Chs ’bﬂﬂ!“& l

a universal standard for what constitutes T

a rare book, we factor the age, condition, w Hurezis geminum. p2imo lege grammate nomen.
S . ponﬁﬁmmlestmnsuumfwm fub latebias que funt viriara recddenst

historical importance, unique character- lecro:habes, %!osim‘igg:ﬁs :'lsﬂcn Dnclreruos.

0 geftant,
istics, research value, and scarcity in other Eﬁgﬁ: s ﬂns'::aa:sn : ﬂ&l&ﬂna
research libraries. These exceptional items m&mmm%?uw
are part of a special collection of books that summanﬁmmﬁmm

find protection in a room on the third floor
of the California State Library, known to
Law Library staff as the Rare Book Room.

Our rare books are not often displayed
side by side with other historical materi-
als in the law collection. However, they do
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complement the primary collection matter

RIMERA SECRETARIA by providing scholars and researchers with

DE LITADO

broader and more comprehensive informa-

RTAMENTO DELINTERIOR. i T j ‘e} tion on subjects pertaining to historical
S FroE <3 e % ' '
:‘g S v} RO : o legal research. The collection consists of
I L~ several subjects, with some materials dat-
:’.:5":;"- : El Exmo. Sr, Presidente interino de la Repiblica mexicana, se ha ing to the 160 century, and includes books in
| P seludo dirigirme el decreto que sigue. . . .
pios it JEl Presidente jnterino de la Repiblica mexicana, & los habis languages such as English, Spanish, Latin,
,;_‘n...’_;: - tantes da.-. Llla, sabed Que el Soberano, Congreso mwwnal ha deere- Castellano, French, and Ancient Greek.

“tado las siguientes
ok Strengths of the collection include the

mfﬁﬁﬁg @@NQTEEW@J @N&mﬁ& following:

! En el nombre de Dios ‘Todopoderoso, trino y uno, por qmen « Laws of Mexico
_,['h los hombres estan destinados & formar sociedades y se conservan ins . Maritime Law
ok que forman; los Representantes de la Nacion Mexigana, delegados por h

# eila para constituirla, del modo que entiendan, ser mas conducente @ . Civil Law

su felicidad, rennides al efecto, en Lougrcsu general han venido en
decretar y decretan las siguientes

LEYES CONSTITUCIONALES. d

« Canon Law
« Trials and Executions

| . ; ; : « Spanish Law
it ; PRIMERA. « Laws of England
| T . f ])LH.ECHOS Y OBLIGACIONES DE LOS MEXICANOS Y HABITANTES®
i s TR DE LA REPUBLICA. - ; S | « Laws of Scotland
[ Art. 1. Son mexicanos: L £ .
| aws of the Cherokee Nation
| e N Los nacidos en el territorio de la Repu.bhm de padre mexica- : o
I." [ no PUl' nd.clmu‘ntu- 0 pl]l" nu.turallzal:wn . CaseS and Oplnlons

2" - Los nacidos en pais extrangero de pndre mexicano por nacimien-
4389 to, si. al entrar en el derecho dt, disponer de si, estuvieren ya radi-
U sl eados en la Bt,pllhhca, 0 avisaren 3110 resualven hacerlo, ¥ lo verificaren « London State Trials
| i) . dentro_del afio, ; despues de haber dado el aviso.

; 3. Los nacidos en. territorio extrangero de padre mexicano por na-
turalizacion, que no ha)a pel’d}do esta, Lmlhlhd, si practican lo preveni- o Irish Laws
do en el parrafo anterior. . . - .
4° Los nacidos en el territorio de la Repubhca, de padm extrange- + Historical Legal Dictionaries
ro, que hayan permanecido en €l hasta la: época de; djsponer de si, ¥ « United States Laws
BEiRs dado al entrar en ella el ;‘efcn(lo ayiso.
P i 5. Los no nacidos en él, que estaban ﬁJudos en la. Repiiblica cuan-
Sie? clfa esta deeclard su m:lependl.,nma, Jurawu la acta dq ella, y han con-
oltl: tinuado residiendo aqui.
6. Los nacidos en territorio o\lmngero\, que lntroducldos legalmen-

te despues de la independencia, hayan obtenido carta de naturalizacion

. con los requisitos  que prescriben, las leyes. . |
Art. 2. Son  derechos del mexicano:

.3, No poder ser preso sino por, mandumicntn de Juez competente,

_dado por escrito y firmado, mi; aprehendido, sino: por disposicion de las

autoridades & qulmes correspondasegun ley. Exceptiase el caso de

delito infraganti ¢n el que cualquiera puede ser aprehendido, y cuals

« Roman Civil Law

« Great Britain Laws

Kiia0 mie &t
MTgand
ooy

= 5 Dherd

1836 « Leyes Constitucionales « Mexico Constitution

The constitutional laws of 1836. Known as the Siete Leyes (Seven Laws), they were enacted
under President Antonio Lopez de Santa Ana to serve the primary purpose of concentrating
power in the president and his immediate subordinates, fundamentally altering the structure
of the first Mexican Republic. At a time when the independence of Mexico was in question,

the Siete Leyes served to centralize and strengthen the federal government.
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With the assistance of the California
State Library Foundation (CSLF), the Law
Library will be showcasing a new subject
from the Rare Book Room materials in
each CSLF Bulletin edition. In addition, to
provide patrons with greater access to our
available rare print materials, we will be
displaying them in dedicated online exhib-
its via the State Library’s website. The Wit-

kin State Law Library is open to the public
with Law Librarians available to admin-
ister access to our special collections and
assist patrons with their research needs.
We hope you will join us for future CSLF
Bulletin articles and online CSL exhibits as
we share with you the rare books that our
Law Library is fortunate to have housed
as part of the Rare Book Room Collection.

1709 « A General Treatise of the Dominion of the Sea; and a Complete Body of the Sea-Laws

This text contains information of great value about various ancient laws, including those of the Rhodians
and Romans. Included are the opinions of several eminent lawyers regarding important marine cases. Widely
used was the comparison of English and French conduct in their sea affairs. First published in 1705 with

additional editions printed in 17709 and 1710 which included the law of piracy, letters of marque, and reprisal.

COMPLEAT BODY OF THE SEA LAWS ANTIENT AND MODERN OF MUST NATIONg,?
WITH THE PROCEED INGS IN THE ADMIRALTTE COURT S . THEIRENSIGNES A'l

GENERAL

REATIS

Dominion of the S EQA:

And a COMPLEAT BODY of the

"SEA-LAWS:

; NTAINING
Whae is moft Valuable on that Subjeét in Antient and Mode:
And particularly the Antient Laws of the Bbadians and Romans ; t
Wiibiy, and other Countries ; with Curious Motes and Obfervati

Authors
¢ of Oleron

A5 ALSO
* | That Excellent Body of Sea Laws lately publith’d in Franee : With a Col
leétion of Marine Treaties concluded during the laft Cenrary.
; TOGETHER WITH
Several Difcourfes about the Jurifdifion and manner of proceeding in th
h Adwmiralty of England, both in Criminal and Ciwil Matters, and Adjudgd Cafe
o 1 feveral Coares concerning Trade and Navigation,
S| In all which are explain’d at hrg(‘, the Laws and Cuffoms of Merchants
il and ofthe Coures in Cafes of Bottomry, lnfurances, Charger-Partics, Bills of Lading
Pyracy, and of Letters of Marque and Reprizal.
3 To which is fubjoin’d,
An Appendix concerning the prefent State and Regulations of the Admiral
ty and MNavy.

The &econd Gdition, with large Additions, and Improvements,
AND A NEW

APPENDIX

: CONTAINING ;

| Several Eminent Lawyers Opinions in important Marine Cafes; a Con
|| parifon of the Englifb and French Conduét in their Sea Affairs; an Effiy con
cerning the Navy of England, taken from Mr Pepys's, Mr Burcher's and” oth
Authentick Memoirs; an’ Abitract of all the Aéls of Farliament relating to tl
| Marine; particularly, that For EQablifhing Articles and Orders for the Regulatin
and better Government of the Fleet, &,

HLONDON: Printed byD. Leach, for J. Nicholfon, and . and B. Sprint in Litt
\ = | Britain; and R.Smith,under the Piazzaof the Royal i:‘xch.mge, Pr.123. Wherem
P i | be bad an Upiverfal Treas s!f Trade and Commerce of Exchanges, 8c. 4t0, Pr. 13

Alfo the neweft and muf? uﬁn Baok of Arithmetick for Merchants, 8vo. Pr.5&.
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